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The Rector Writes…... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in 

their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the 

kingdom and healing every disease and illness. When he 

saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because 

they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 

shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is 

plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the 

harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 

field.’        Matthew 9 v 35-38 

 
There is much to celebrate in this edition of Church Drive — news 
from our different outreach activities over the summer, our Holiday 
Club and the trip to Zambia.  There are also plans for some new 
ventures at St Giles – the Christian Union and Bump and Baby 
groups that Andy and Ellen are involved with. In the midst of all this 
activity it is important to remember the motivation for mission at the 
heart of the Jesus‘ ministry – ‘he had compassion on them… send 
out workers…’ 
 
We are committed to mission and growth at St Giles not because 
we want to ‗build our brand‘ or get more ‗likes‘ or ‗friends‘ on social 
media but because we are in a hurting world which needs to know 
the compassion of Jesus as much as ever. 
 

Yours in Him, 



 

Some New Beginnings…. 

 

West Bridgford Christian Union 
 
This term St Giles has partnered with St 
Paul‘s and the Crossteach charity to create 
a Christian Union, called Forum, for students 
of West Bridgford School. This is an exciting 
new adventure for us as God leads us into 
telling the students more about Christ, giving 
them boldness to transform their school and 
evangelise to their friends. This is real 
answer to prayer for us, and particularly for 
one member of the youth group, Emily 
Townshend, who has been pushing for the 

school to help set up a Christian Union, and whilst it may not be in 
the school, it is still very much for those students.  We meet every 
week on a Monday straight after school  at St Paul‘s in their 
lounge, and this term we are looking at the ‗I Ams‘ of Jesus, (not 
the pet food brand!). So far we have had two meetings with a 
dozen students coming along, as we move forward we pray that 
more students will start to hear about it and want to come too. 
Please pray for us as we continue to move forward with Forum and 
for an outpouring of his Spirit upon the students. 
 

Andy Wright, Youthworker 
 

Bump and Baby Group 
 

We are starting a new group that offers 
coffee and cake on Thursdays (every 
other week) 1-2:30pm to any mum-to-be 
or new Mum and Dad (with a baby under 
12 months)..  We will meet in The 
George Chapel which will be full of baby 
sensory toys. Every session will finish 
with a short reflective thought and prayer 
led by different people each week.  
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Please do invite people and pray that this will be a really 
supportive time each week for parents in this special stage of life. If 
you could come along and help to serve refreshments, talk to 
people, or if you could make a cake please let me know. These are 
the dates: October  19

th
; November 2

nd
, 16

th
 & 30

th
; December 14

th
 

thought and prayer led by different people each week.  
 

Ellen Dann, Children & Families Worker 
 
 

Looking Ahead with the Youth 

Sunday morning: Youth Church continues to meet in Lutterell  
Hall during the 10.30 service; we have 15-25 youth joining us 
every Sunday. This term we are following the same theme as our 
Tuesday home group, looking at Ephesians and the characters 
from it. Sunday morning offers us the chance to speak to a really 
wide range of youth, in terms of where people are in their faith 
journeys: some are passionate about God and exploring their faith; 
whilst others are perhaps not as engaged. Because of this, we 
have re-thought the way in which we run our youth church: instead 
of going straight into the Bible, we take the message from a 
Tuesday Impact, session and apply it in a way that is relevant to 
people who are both Christian and non-Christian.  This has been 
really well received, and has allowed us to then turn to the Bible 
and look at how God might view a certain message, and if we 
choose to, what do we do about it. 
 

Monday evenings: Download has 
moved from meeting at the Poons‘ 
house to meeting at Café Nero, allowing 
the youth to overload on hot chocolate! 
Download has become a great space to 
ask some of the more challenging 
questions about the Bible and about 
Christianity, such as ‗Why does God not 
give us prophets anymore like he did in 
the Old Testament?‘ which also leads to 
fantastic one liners from the youth such 
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as ―the prophets were sent to tell people they were being dumb‖.  
Download is also an opportunity to talk about the message from 
Sunday morning in a more relaxed way, once the youth have had 
time to process what they heard.  
 

Tuesday evenings: Impact has continued to grow incredibly, 
to the point where we will soon have to find a new place to meet, 
which would be our 5

th
 move in as many years!  Currently we 

meet at the Places‘ house. We have a great group of young 
people who are keen to go deeper 
in their faiths and explore what God 
can teach them and how they can 
follow him in their schools and 
homes. This term we are looking at 
the book of Ephesians, and some 
of the key people who made their 
homes at the church in Ephesus, 
such as Paul, Timothy and John.  
 

Thursday evenings: in 
partnership with the Younger 
Leadership College, we have 
created a Formation Group of 
people aged 15-18 who want to 
know more about what it means to 
be a leader in God‘s kingdom. We meet from 6-7pm and follow a 
syllabus which takes us through the different ideas, theologies and 
biblical examples of being a Christian leader. We look at the type 
of character needed, the structures to put into place in our lives, 
and also how to work as a team. We really look forward to seeing 
these young leaders continue to grow. 
 

Friday:  Engage has been another one of our groups which is 
growing so fast, through numbers, through fellowship and through 
faith. We continue to follow a pattern of one worship night a 
month, two active socials, and one café. This term we have joined 
with St Luke‘s youth group, and our cafés have moved from St 
Giles to St Luke‘s.  We pray that this friendship between our 
churches will continue to flourish, and that our youth together can 
encourage one another and grow together.  
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JustOne 

On Saturday 8th July,  
43 people of all ages 
from St Giles‘ travelled 
by coach to Arsenal‘s 
Emirates Stadium in London, to attend the Just One gathering of 
praise, preaching and prayer.  
 
Here are excerpts of what some of those who made that journey 
have to say about it! 
 
“It was a most inspiring day, with highlights like joining with Hillsong to 
sing many of our favourite worship songs, or hearing the London 
Community Gospel Choir. J. John's address produced two items that 
seemed particularly memorable – first, a list of Our Lord's appellations 
to help various members of our society understand about him. Then 
many of our people formally acknowledged Our Lord, either for the first 
time or renewed their commitment. A fantastic day of faith renewal: 
thank you, Lord! AMEN!” 

Terry Morrell 
 

“Just One was amazing – I have never been to anything like it. As we 
got to the Emirates stadium a screen was showing all the Twitter posts 
about Just One. There were two posts of pictures from our group shown 
on the big screen! ….. J John spoke about repositioning God in your life. 
He used the analogy of your life being a car and asked: „Is God in the 
boot – unlocked on Sunday morning and then shoved back in after 
church? Is He in the back seat, one of the passengers? Or is He driving?‟ I 
know I am a Christian and I hope I have given my life to Jesus but it 
made me think about where I let Jesus sit in the car of my life.” 

Daniel Ferraro 
 

“I found Just One a very moving experience and it was the perfect way 
to reaffirm your faith. The way it was organised was very professional 
and it was certainly an experience that I'll not forget.”  

Maddie Poon 
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“I was at first very unsure whether to go to Just One or not.  Would it 
be for me or mainly for 'younger' people - and what would I think of J. 
John? I didn't know much about him, but heard that he was a brilliant 
speaker. I needn't have had any doubts. It was a wonderful 
experience.To listen to J. John was an honour. He was truly 
inspirational.  All the worship music was uplifting and to hear nearly 
25.000 people singing with Matt Redman '10.000 Reasons' was 
amazing and so emotional - we could feel the presence of God all 
around us. It really was a special day, full of praise, music and being 
surrounded by love. For days after I was on cloud nine with God and 
certainly, if there is another in the future, ..........put my name down.   

Marian Bestwick 
 

“I didn't know what to expect before we went but it was better than I 
had imagined. Hillsong's performance was my absolute favourite part 
of the day. It was a great way to connect to God.” 

Gen Poon 
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Hands at Work 

On 29
th
 July twelve of us headed for 

Heathrow Airport with two seven-hour 
flights ahead of us!  We had two toddlers in 
tow and were a little nervous about the two 
weeks ahead but what an incredible two 
weeks God had in store for us!  We arrived 
in the capital of Zambia, Lusaka, and 
travelled to Kabwe, which became our 
home for the rest of the trip. We met some 
amazing people who work for the charity, 
‗Hands at Work‘ at the service centre in 
Kabwe. Each day they came with us into a very rural community 
called Malakota.   
 
Malakota is beautiful, remote, peaceful, vast and very welcoming 
community. It‘s sometimes cut off from the rest of world when the 
river floods and the bridge becomes impassable. There is no 
traffic, electricity, running water or paved roads. Most people are 
subsistence farmers.  
 
In Malakota we met a man named Stephen. He is a care worker 
and he helps to identify vulnerable children in the community. He 
and the other care workers enable the children to gather each day 
for a hot meal. This is the only meal they will eat all day. The 
children are vulnerable for many reasons. Sometimes a parent is 
unwell or has died. Some are caring for younger siblings. Some 
adults suffer with 
alcoholism. 
Sometimes it is 
simply because the 
harvest has been 
poor. The situations 
are heart-breaking 
and desperately sad. 
But there is hope in 
that community 
because of their 
incredible faith, 
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thankfulness and because Hands at Work are there! Hands at 
work help children and young people physically with food, health 
care and education and spiritually with small group time. In the 
small groups, the young people share their stories and support 
one another.  
 
It was a privilege and honour to spend time with the people who 
live in Malakota. I am so grateful for this time away. The two 
youngest team members – Caleb and Joshua adapted well to the 
new routine. They seemed to enjoy community living!  
 
Thank you to everyone who supported us. Please do consider 
supporting Hands at Work so that they can continue to provide for 
these children.   http://www.handsatwork.org/ 

 
Ellen Dann 

http://www.handsatwork.org/


 

Sat Nav Travellers  
 
Can you imagine 
travelling around 
the Middle East and 
Europe without 
modern transport? 
At ‗Sat-Nav 
Travellers‘ holiday 
club we thought 
about all the fun 
modes of transport 
we have today like 
hot-air balloons, 
hand-gliders, 
hovercraft and 
helicopters! Over 

50 children gathering in the church each morning to learn about 
the Apostle Paul‘s missionary journeys.  
 

One of our memory verses was: ‘Turn to the living God, who 
made the heavens and the earth and the sea and 
everything in them.’ Acts 14:15 
 
One of the things that was new this year was our ‗Connect‘ group. 
The children had a chance 
to connect what they were 
learning with their day-to-
day lives. There was an 
amazing interactive prayer 
tent. The children loved 
being in this special space 
every day. Some children 
went home and wrote 
prayers for the prayer wall – 
bringing them in the next 
day to put up in the prayer 
tent.  
 

10 



 

Lasting Fruit: 
We had about 25 young people helping this year. They made a 
brilliant team of leaders! It was inspiring to hear some of them 
sharing their testimonies with the children. Three of the young 
people have now started going to youth group for the first-time 
following holiday club. A few of the children have just moved into 
junior church from moving into the area or moving up from 
Sunbeams. This transition has been easier because of the 
relationships built at holiday club. The children seem much more 
confident about praying out loud from their time in the ‗Connect‘ 
tent.  
 
Thank you: 
Holiday Club takes an army of dedicated volunteers and we are so 
grateful for everyone who gave of their time. Thank you for all your 
hard work! Every single role was important to the smooth running 
of the week. Thank you also to those who prayed for us.  We really 
felt God‘s presence!  
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Molly‘s Children  - who was Molly? 

Jean Bowes and I have shared a dream 
for many years – that the foundation of St 
Giles Youth Fellowship in 1948 should be 
recorded as a social history of young 
people in the post-war era. 
 
The large photograph in the Lobby of the 
Church Hall, shows a Fellowship reunion 
in 1986 Following the death of three early 
members, in a short space of time, about 
two years ago, Jean decided that before it 
was too late this history had to be 
recorded.  She had archive material of her 
own, and with contributions from myself 
and others, she was able to set about this 
labour of love. 
 
Molly Whittaker was born in Hull in 1909, 
her early school records foretold that she 
would follow an academic career, by 1930 she had gained the rare 
distinction of a double first at Cambridge. In 1938 she became a lecturer 
at the then Nottingham University College, where she remained all her 
working life, she added Theology to her love of Classics and taught New 
Testament Greek. 
 
Living in a flat of on Loughborough Road, Molly made St Giles her 
spiritual home.  The then Rector, Canon R F Wilkinson, anxious to do 
something for the youth of the parish, invited Molly in 1947 to lead the 
newly formed Fellowship, for members aged 18- 30. 
 
Bishop Paul writes in acknowledging his copy of the book ‗It is an 
inspirational account of a remarkable woman who was used by God to 
create a powerful experience of community for a generation of young 
people in West Bridgford. I do pray we can continue to draw more 
youngsters into the life of faith and friendship in the days to come‘. 
 
Copies are available price £6.50 or there is a copy available to borrow 
from the Church Office 
 

Sylvia James  
 



 

The Reredos Painting 
 
In July, St Giles' took part in the Open Churches Weekend 
organised by the diocese.  One of our visitors was particularly 
taken by the reredos painting behind the main altar. 
 
The reredos itself was a gift by Alderman Trivett in 1923 "in 
gratitude to Almighty God for the safe return of his only son Lieut. L 
L Trivett, Royal Berks Regt, who was badly wounded on the 
Balkan Front".  Both father and son were very involved in the scout 
movement. Alderman Trivett played a major part in founding the 
West Bridgford troop and presented them with a Scouts' Hut on 
Eltham Road. 
 
The painting depicts Christ as "The Good Shepherd". It is by 
Edward Woore, who is better remembered as a stained glass 
artist. He was trained by 
Christopher Whall, a leading 
figure in the Arts and 
Crafts Movement.  Our painting 
was later used by Woore as the 
basis of stained glass windows 
in a couple of churches. 
 
Our visitor described the 
painting as "fine" and "an 
important work of art". A past 
rector, Canon Wilkinson, took a 
different view, and considered 
the painting not entirely in 
keeping with the ancient 
architecture of the church. He 
covered it with a picture of "The 
Four Seasons". Nowadays it is 
only covered during Lent, so 
you may gaze upon it and form 
your own opinion. 
 
 

David Dunford 
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PCC Updates from Meetings on 
19th July & 20th September 
 
1. Alterations to the Church 
Audio-visual equipment – Electrical pre work is under way, with 
installation of the new AV equipment planned for early October. 
Please speak to Martin Crew if you would like to know more. 
Changes to South Porch - Final go ahead awaited from the 
Diocese—please speak to Brendan for more information. 
Gents‘ toilet in the Church Hall – Work is well underway and is 
progressing well. 
Cycle racks in the courtyard – A rack for 5 cycles has been 
purchased and will be installed soon. 
 
2. Safeguarding 
The Church of England has a new training framework for all those 
involved in work with children and/or vulnerable adults. The PCC 
agreed that: all PCC members committed to undertake module C0 
online by the end of September 2017 
Those at St Giles who work with children and/or vulnerable adults 
have been informed by email of their responsibility to undertake 
module C1 and will be informed of training dates and venues. 
Leaders have been informed by email of their responsibility to 
undertake modules C1 and C2 and will be informed of training 
dates and venues. 
A list of other people who should undertake module C0 will be 
compiled by Dizzy and Lee and they will then be informed. 
Speak to Dizzy, Safeguarding Coordinator, for further information. 
 
3. Finance  
Chris updated the PCC on the current financial situation, which is 
slightly better than forecast due to some donations and legacies. 
The PCC agreed that the church bank accounts move from 
Natwest to online accounts at TSB  
 
4. A Vision for St Giles’ 
Lee gave a presentation focussing on his vision for the church and 
the PCC discussed how far this vision had come to pass and what 
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might be added to it. Please speak to Lee to find out more. 
 
5. Sabbatical 
Lee informed the PCC about his agreed sabbatical May-July 2018 
and outlined his plans for this 
 
6. Welcoming and integrating new people 
Tim has been charged to look into this, particularly the integration 
phase, as most agreed that initial welcome was warm and friendly. 
He presented a number of suggestions as to how to take this 
forward and these were agreed. Please speak to Tim for further 
information. 
 

Dizzy Prentice, PCC Secretary 
 
 
 

Boys Brigade Update 
 

 

The final competition of the year for the Company Section was 

Volleyball, it was the first year of the competition and we entered a 

joint team with the 19th Company. There were 6 teams and it was 

initially drawn into two groups of three. In our matches we 

defeated the 17B 17-15 and the 1st 15-0. This saw us go through 

to the final and we were successful in defeating 17A 15-5. The 

team was Raphael Galea, Andy Galea and Sebastian Whitlow. 

 

We have had two boys complete their DofE Bronze expedition in 

the Vale of Belvoir and three have done their Silver expedition in 

Derbyshire. 

 

We would welcome any new members from the age of five 

upwards - we meet on Wednesday nights in the Church Hall from 

6.15pm. If you would like more information please call me on 0115 

981 0170.  
 

Keith Whitaker, Captain 

15 



 

Coming up @ St Giles   
 
 
 
 

Monday 30th Oct, 4th Dec  3.45—5.15pm 
 Messy Church in church—activities, stories, songs, food  
 (Messy Church on 30th Oct will be a Light Party!) 
 
 

Wednesday 1st Nov, 6th Dec 7.45pm 
 Safe Space in church - group for mutual support and 
encouragement for those living with anxiety and depression  

 
 

Wednesday 11th Oct, 8th Nov, 13th Dec  8.00pm 
 Ladies‘ Evening—please see the bulletin for venue details 
  

 
 

Tuesday 10th Oct, 7th Nov, 12th Dec  10.30am 
 Seniors‘ Coffee Morning at Bradmore Garden Centre 
 
 

Sunday 5th Nov, 3rd Dec ,  8.00pm 
 First Priority Prayer in church 
 
 

Monday 30th Oct, 27th Nov   8.00pm 
 Men‘s Social at the Willow Tree Pub 
 
 

Saturday 2nd Dec   8.00pm 
 Women‘s Evening 
 Bring a friend along to enjoy  a glass of wine, canapés and 

live Christmas themed music  
 
 

Friday 8th Dec, 12.00pm 
 Seniors‘ Christmas Lunch  
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