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The Rector Writes…... 
 

Lest we Forget… 
 
Memories can be powerful influences upon 
our lives. Painful memories can cast a 
shadow from the past into the present, but 
good memories can be a source of strength 
and comfort in difficult times.  
 

Remembering is a theme which recurs each November. The month 
begins with trying to remember that the clocks go back on the 31

st
 

October.   
 
Remembrance Sunday falls on the 13th November.  
 
At our 9am service we will 
remember the sacrifices that 
men and women have made 
and continue to make for our 
nation. This will be followed 
with a civic service at West 
Bridgford‘s war memorial, 
since we changed the time of 
this service to 10.50am 
attendance has increased 
markedly in recent years. 
 
This year‘s Memorial Service 
will be held at 6pm on 20th 
November. If you haven't 
attended this before, it is a 
quiet gentle service where we 
give thanks for those who 
have died and remember them in the presence of God. I write to 
invite all those who have had a funeral arranged by the clergy of St 
Giles' over the past year but it is open to anyone to come. During 
the service there is the opportunity to light a candle in memory of a 
loved one, a moment I always find particularly moving. 



 

 
20th November is also the day that has been designated as the 
International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church. 
Christians around the world are facing persecution in 
unprecedented numbers. 
 
From merciless killing, destruction of churches and buildings, to 
being forced to denounce Jesus as their Lord, Christians are being 
stripped of the ability to follow Christ in safety and freedom. 
 
Because we have freedom of religion in the UK, we can freely and 
openly worship Jesus Christ. Let us stand in the freedom we have 
to pray for our persecuted brothers and sisters around the world.  
 
A Nigerian pastor had this to say, ―Only guns of love can silence 
guns of hatred. What better way to love someone than to pray for 
them?" 
 
At 8pm on Sunday 20

th
 November we will hold a prayer meeting at 

St Giles for the persecuted church, using resources provided by 
Open Doors, Release International and Christian Solidarity 
Worldwide.  We will be praying for our brothers and sisters in 
Christ suffering for His name around the world. 
 
 

“Remember those in prison as if you were 

together with them in prison, and those who 

are mistreated as if you yourselves were 

suffering.”  
Hebrews 13:3 

 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Lee 
 

 

3 



 

4 

 

Christingle Service 
10.30am  December 4th 

 

All Age Worship including 

making Christingles together 

 

Carols by Candlelight 
7pm December 18th 

 

Traditional service of  

9 lessons and carols 

 

Christmas Eve  
4pm - ‘The Nativity’ 

 

The Christmas story retold 

in drama and song  

by St Giles’ children 
 

11.30pm - Holy Communion 

 

Christmas Day 
10am A Christmas Celebration  

for all Ages 

Christmas at St Giles 
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Sheep Trail 
 
A star appeared in the sky over the stable where Jesus was born. 
Out in the fields, some shepherds were looking after their sheep 
when suddenly an angel appeared. The shepherds were very 
scared. The angel told the shepherds not to be scared because he 
had brought good news. He told them that Jesus had been born 
and that he would be the person who would save the world. He 
told the shepherds to go and see Jesus. Then there were lots more 
angels who sang glory to God and peace on earth. 
 
It‘s good to remember at Christmas that the shepherds were given 
the special news of the birth of Jesus. Through the Messy Church 
material, the idea of a Christmas sheep trail was formed. We 
decided that real sheep would be very messy, however, knitted 
ones are cute and well-behaved!  
 
Sheep will be in local shops around Central Ave from Monday  7

th
 

November for a month and children can use the Sheep Trial leaflet 
to make sure they find them all! The idea is to write down the 
names of all the sheep and then to give Ellen the completed 
leaflet.  At our Christingle service on Sunday 4

th
 December a 

winner will be selected. The winner can have a sheep of their own!  

A big thank you to all the very talented knitters who have made 
sheep for this event. The children will love them! Also thank you to 
all the businesses who are kindly hosting a lost sheep for us. They 
will all be reunited again in time for Christmas!  Please spread the 
word and take some leaflets to give out to children and invite 
people along on Sunday 4

th
 December.  

Ellen Dann, Children and Families Worker 
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Sticky Faith 
 
The Mum‘s Home Group (which 
meets on Friday mornings with 
little ones in tow) has just 
finished working through ‗The 
Sticky Faith Guide for your 
Family‘ by Dr. Kara Powell.  
 
‘The book arises from the 
innovative, research-based, and 
extensively field-tested project 
known as ‘Sticky Faith’, borne 
out of the Fuller Youth Institute’s 
seven years of research.’  
 
The authors were looking at how 
many children who attended 
church as a child continued with 
their faith into their adult years. They acknowledge that parents are 
one of the primary influences in building a lasting faith in their 
children. So they asked families what meaningful things they did 
together while their children were growing up that built the kind of 
faith that sticks.  
 
The book is full of creative ways to practise our faith at home 
Monday-Saturday and not just on Sundays. Some ideas wouldn‘t 
work for our families, some ideas were very American, some ideas 
might work when our children are older but some ideas were 
brilliant and we are trying them out! From prayer trees, to involving 
our children in giving and serving, we are giving it a go.  
 
Children need to come to their own faith and this book 
acknowledges that. However, it has helped us to think about how 
important our relationship with Jesus is and how to weave 
elements of our faith into our day to day time with our children. 
Helping our little ones to see faith in action up close as they grow 
and to see faith as a vibrant fun part of life that is much bigger than 
attending church alone.  
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Here are a couple of reflections on Sticky Faith from mums at St 
Giles.   
 

“As a new mum, I've found it really useful to think about the 

need to be intentional in introducing faith into family life. It's 

easy to assume that it will just happen, but it is important to 

find ways that work for your family to make sure that 

conversations about Jesus, prayer, life etc. are normal and 

part of life. The other thing that has struck me is about the 

importance of community in raising a child with sticky faith. 

Some of the ideas in the book seemed a little forced but the 

principle of inviting people to be part of our family life and 

particularly our child's faith journey seems to me to be 

essential. As we grow up as a little family, I'm excited to 

introduce some simple ideas to engage us all together in 

our faith.” 
 

“The book gave so many ideas on how to introduce more 

faith-related activities and time into family life. I found ideas 

about how to get more involved in our children's lives even 

when they are teenagers really eye-opening. This book has 

really made me think that I have to do a lot more at home to 

bring up Csenge in faith. It was reassuring to read that the 

parents mentioned in the book didn't get it right all the time 

but they kept trying.” 
 
Hopefully these thoughts will encourage you to pick up this book 
and consider how the Sticky Faith ideas might work in your family.   
Please come and speak to me if you would like to know more, or 
have a look at my copy. 

 
Ellen Dann 

Children and Families Worker 
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Advent 
 
This year, Advent starts as early as it 
ever can, on Sunday November 
27th.We think of Advent - the four to 
five weeks leading up to Christmas 
Eve itself dependent on how that falls 
in a particular year - as a time of light 
in darkness; as the bearer of 
calendars, of four-armed candlesticks, 
of evergreen wreaths. In fact, Advent 
used to start earlier, on St Martin‘s Day 
(November 11th), and run through to 
Christmas Eve. In its alternative 
historical name, ‗The Lent of St Martin‘, we can see the parallel 
between the two periods of Advent and Lent – both leading up to our 
principal festivals, Christmas and Easter. 
 
However, the Swiss theologian, Hans Urs von Balthasar writes of an 
even longer period – what he calls ―Mary‘s Nine-Month Advent.‖ In so 
doing, he brings home to us the utterly personal nature of the original 
Advent waiting: Mary‘s gestation of Jesus, the child within her womb, 
with all the physical changes, pains, joys, and worries that any 
pregnancy must bring – let alone one that started without a human 
biological father, but with the coming of the Holy Spirit upon her. 
 
We‘re very familiar with it being a time of anticipation and preparation 
– indeed the word ‗advent‘ itself comes from the Latin for to come, to 
draw near. In Mary‘s life, and that of loyal Joseph too, bucking 
convention in standing by his mysteriously pregnant fiancée, their 
advent was played out at a micro level. It was concerned with the 
practicalities of the everyday, and the ups and downs of raw, human 
emotions, which we see coming through in Matthew‘s and Luke‘s 
accounts. Joseph, prompted by the angel, reconciles himself to his 
unexpected fatherhood. Mary celebrates not one, but two, miraculous 
pregnancies as she laughs for joy with her cousin Elizabeth, mother of 
John the Baptist. 
 
But in parallel with these very personal accounts is the universal 
message of Jesus‘ birth. As we sing in my favourite Advent hymn (and 
there are some pretty good ones out there): ―O Come, O Come, 
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Emmanuel!‖ – God with us. The tiny baby to come is the long-
expected Saviour; the way in which God reconciles himself once more 
to the whole of fallen creation, to the whole of eternity. The macro 
meets the micro in the person of Jesus, God and human. 
 
At our Diocesan Conference in October, Mark Tanner, the newly-
installed Bishop of Berwick-upon-Tweed, spoke to us about ‗A Long 
Obedience‘. He focused on Mary, and on the way in which she 
submits herself at the moment of the Annunciation – and, little does 
she know it at the time, not only for her personal nine months of 
waiting, but for the rest of her life – to God‘s sovereign will and plan.  
 
Advent is a time in which we, too, can think about aligning ourselves 
once more with God‘s will, and how we allow him to work in and 
through us, in all areas of our being and our lives. As we wait and 
prepare ourselves to celebrate the coming of Jesus into the world, so 
often with a frenzy of preparations, it is a good and healthy thing for 
each one of us to take some time out with our God. To pause and 
reflect on whether and how we are submitting ourselves to God‘s 
design for our life. 
 
Tim Chester‘s book, The One True Story is a series of 
daily readings for Advent.  Each  daily thought is 
structured into ‗Storyline‘, Meditation and Prayer. Both 
his meditation and prayer are often a familiar hymn or 
carol, but here they are to be meditated upon or 
prayed through, and so they emerge in a different 
light, challenging us in a new and different way when 
we sing the familiar words once again. He takes us on 
a journey through the whole Biblical story, culminating 
in the story of Jesus, the one true story that makes 
sense of all those stories – and of our stories. And he invites us, 
exploring with him, to entrust our personal story to Jesus, and in so 
doing link ourselves into this one, great eternal story, the one in 
which, in the words of ‗O Little Town of Bethlehem, ―The hopes and 
fears of all the years, are met in thee tonight.‖ 
 
We‘ve chosen The One True Story as this year‘s Advent book for St. 
Giles‘. We‘d be delighted if you‘d join us in reading it together, during 
this season of shared expectation. For a copy (£4.20 each), please 
speak to Claire (contact details on the back of the Bulletin). 

Tim Chambers 
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PCC Update 
 
July 20

th
  

Finance  
Accounts for the half year were presented, which showed a trend 
consistent with budget, apart from some timing issues. Chris 
highlighted a necessary review of our reserves policy and the need 
to review our spend on utilities. Talk to Chris Lane if you want 
further information. 
Youth Worker 
Andy‘s contract was renewed for a further 3 years, with his hours 
increased to 25 per week. 
Fabric 
The cottage has been re-let,  the chairs for the Lady Chapel have 
been re-covered in blue and the quinquennial survey almost is 
almost complete.  Please talk to Brendan if you would like further 
information 
Alterations to the church 
Audio/visual equipment quotes have been received and faculties 
were being sought.  A faculty is also going in for changes to the 
south porch.  Please talk to Lee for further information. 
Community Café 
This is being launched in January 2017.  Please speak to Johanna 
for further information. 
Response to refugees 
It was agreed to give £500 donations to each of Open Doors 
charity and the Bishop‘s Appeal. 
Giving to Mission Partners 
There was lively discussion on our rationale for giving and fund 
raising.  
 
September 15

th
  

Instead of our usual bi-monthly meeting, we had a joint meeting 
with St Luke‘s PCC, where Rev Richard Kellet gave us information 
about ‗Resource Churches‘, one of the strands in the Bishop’s 
Vision for Discipleship. It is hoped that both will become 
Resource churches in the next few years, helping to meet the 
vision for new young leaders, new churches and increased church 
membership in the diocese. Speak to Johanna, Roger or Lee to 
learn more.          Dizzy Prentice, PCC Secretary 



 

11 

Royal School of Church Music Festival 
Service  at Lincoln Cathedral 
 
On Saturday 15th October 
members of the St. Giles‘ 
Choir travelled to Lincoln to 
sing in this event at Lincoln 
Cathedral. as part of a much 
larger Festival Choir drawn 
mainly from RSCM (Royal 
School of Church Music) 
affiliated choirs from the 
Diocese of Lincoln. The 
Choir was conducted by Aric 
Prentice, the Organist and 
Director of Music at Lincoln 
Cathedral. Aric, is the son of 
Dizzy and John Prentice – 
and sang in the choir at St. Giles (as well as acting as assistant organist) 
before going on to read Music and Theology at St. Jesus College 
Cambridge, while also serving as a lay clerk at St. John‘s College.  
 
The day consisted of a most stimulating choral workshop/ rehearsal 
culminating in a service of Choral Evensong on the theme of Saints, with 
a rich tapestry of music including the motet Gaudent in Caelis by Tomas 
da Victoria (1548-1611) as well as newly-commissioned music by 
contemporary composers Grayston Ives and Richard Shephard and a 
delightful hymn from the Carmelite Monastery at Wetherby, all of which 
rang around the historic building quite beautifully.  
 

The purpose of events such as this is not only to make music to the glory 
of God, but also to stimulate and refresh choirs, introducing them to new 
music suitable for a variety of purposes in worship, as well as to new 
ideas and ways of performing. There was no doubt everyone enjoyed the 
day immensely for its music, its new friendships and for the amazing 
devotional atmosphere in this magnificent cathedral - to which the music 
made a considerable contribution. Incidentally, in his new book on 
English cathedrals, Simon Jenkins argues that Lincoln is one of 
England‘s ‗top three‘.  I‘m not sure I would quite go so far – which of 
Canterbury, York, Durham and Ely might he ‗relegate‘ to positions four or 
five. The St. Giles‘ Choir arrived back in Nottingham buzzing with 
enthusiasm and new ideas.        Paul Bracken 
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This is my story, this is my song 
 
It is 60 years ago this autumn since I asked Jesus Christ to be my 
Saviour and friend.  I had been singing about him, even in Open Air 
events, but it was only an evening at what we would now call a 
Holiday Bible Club that I made a personal response to the love of 
God for me. It was at the same village Methodist Chapel that my 
older brother also became a Christian.  Our other brother now 
worships there. It continues to be a vital place of Christian growth 
with an extension in recent years. During the next 10 years I 
continued singing about Jesus and my parents paid for me to have 
singing lessons.  Singing was all sorts from folk, church music and 
the big works like J S Bach‘s St Matthew Passion.  It was quite 
tough being a follower of Jesus at boarding school and I had many 
struggles. 
 
University life saw real growth in my understanding of Jesus and 
also the singing continued.  We formed a Gospel folk group that 
sang in church buildings, coffee bars, youth clubs and for 
International Students.  Yes, our international student interest 
started a long time ago!   
 
However, it was 50 years ago this autumn that a good friend came 
into my student room and said. ―We‖ (the Christian Union group) 
―are taking a service at Easter Compton and you Andy will be the 
preacher!‖ I had never preached before and my good friend said ―I 
will take three reasons why you shouldn‘t preach but no excuses.‖   
I was learning that sometimes others see God‘s gifts in us that we 
do not see ourselves. I was never going to be an upfront preacher. 
I was very shy.   So it was 50 years ago I started preaching and in 
fact I struggled to finish the sermon so sang a solo to end a sermon 
on faith from Romans 1. We still sing the song ―Great is Thy 
Faithfulness.‖ 
 
The combination of preaching and singing has continued until quite 
recently. As at that first service songs and sermon have been 
intertwined- sometimes on my own, sometimes with others 
including Claire. 
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Preaching and singing have taken place in a wide variety of 
situations. Yes, inside church buildings but also in pubs, hotels, 
schools, beaches, promenades, even in the sea on one occasion.  
Also village greens, parks and shopping centres. Sometimes with 
visual aids and painting, alongside actors and other singers. What 
a privilege we have in this country of being able to share good 
news in the public arena. In later life it has been a great honour a 
privilege to preach in Kenya and Burundi. 
Of course message and methods change according to type of 
people: Christians and non-Christians, young, old and in the middle 
or very mixed up. It has been a great responsibility but also a 
privilege to use my voice to share the Good News of Jesus Christ 
in so many situations.  
 
Styles of music change and develop. Music can help in the 
Christian life and witness so much. Music can help us proclaim the 
Good News to the unbeliever. Most of us struggle to pray and 
songs can be prayers of deep intercession or response to 
messages. Songs can also help us get the Bible into our system. 
Some songs are very helpful when people cannot read the Bible for 
themselves because they cannot read or cannot afford books.  In 
British history many thousands learnt the Bible truths through 
songs.  Songs can reinforce the sermon or help it move on- either 
through a solo, choir or a congregational item.  
 
This autumn I am quietly thanking God for His goodness during 60 
years of following Him and 50 years of formally speaking for Him. 
In heaven I will have my proper, singing voice back which will be 
great.  

 
“Do your best to present yourself to God as one 

approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed 

and who correctly handles the word of truth. “ 
2 Timothy 2: 15 

 
 
 

Andrew J M. Barker 
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Share the Warmth 2016  
 
The emergence of winter brings with it a stark reminder of the 
dangers associated with homelessness. Do you really need your 
Winter Fuel Payment or could you help a homeless person stay 
warm? 
If you feel able to 
donate some or all of 
your winter fuel 
payments to the Friary 
please email 
admin@the-
friary.org.uk, call 0115 
981 0009, send a 
cheque payable to The 
Friary 46 Musters 
Road, West Bridgford, 
NG2 7PR (please complete a Gift Aid Form if you can) or go to 
www.justgiving.com/friarydrop-in. 

To share the warmth on social media 
please use #FriaryWarmth  
 

 

Update from the Boys Brigade 
 

This term two Junior boys spent a day at the Leicester Outdoor 

Pursuits Centre where they took part in Raft Building and Paddle 

Boarding.  Needless to say both of them ended up wet!  At the 

beginning of September four Company boys completed their Bronze 

DofE Expedition in the Vale of Belvoir. Kurtiss Baker, Martin Cahill and 

Nicholas Kerry have now completed their Bronze award.  In the 

Company Section Chess and Draughts competition we had three boys 

enter each event.  Raphael Galea and Andy Galea competed in both 

whilst Christopher Kerry did Draughts and Sebastian Whitlow Chess. 

Raphael was the one who had the most success, reaching the semi-

final of both competitions.  Well done to everyone who took part. 

Keith Whittaker, Captain 



 

 
Rector Lee Proudlove  Tel: 981 1112 
 rector@stgilesparish.com 
 

Curate Tim Chambers  Tel: 07946 526569  
 curate@stgilesparish.com 
 

Church Alison Place  Tel: 07726117096 
Wardens Jude Hill  Tel: 989 9723  

 

Administrator Claire Sheard  Tel: 07948 834250 
 admin@stgilesparish.com 
 

Youth Worker Andy Wright  Tel: 07880 313884  
 youthworker@stgilesparish.com 
 

Pastoral Care Daphne Carter  Tel:  974 3749 
Co-ordinators pastoral@stgilesparish.com 
  
 

Children &  Ellen Dann  Tel: 07910 927427  
Families  Worker families@stgilesparish.com 
 

House Groups Katie Conley   Tel:  923 4721  
 

Seniors Doreen Ottway  Tel:  981 3689 
 

PCC Secretary Dizzy Prentice  Tel:  07951538670 
 

PCC Treasurer Chris Lane     Tel:  07527462078  
 treasurer@stgilesparish.com  
 

Sacristan Maureen Swann Tel:  859 0975  
 

Junior Church Sarah & Iain Moppett Tel:  974 4442 
 

Sunbeams Claire Sheard   Tel:  07952247147 
 

Tiddlers Ellen Dann  Tel:  07910 27427  
 

Weddings Caroline Harper Tel:  914 5650 
 

Church Cleaning Helen Jarvis  Tel:  981 9947 
and Flower Rota 

St Giles‘ Directory 
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Coming up @ St Giles 
 
 
 

Thursdays until 1st December, 1.45 - 3.30pm 
 Seniors‘ Bible Group in the Church Hall  

 

Tuesdays until 13th December, 7.45pm 
 Alpha in the George Chapel 
 

Monday 5th Dec, 9th Jan, 6th Feb, 3.45—5.15pm 
 Messy Church in church—activities, stories, songs, food  

 

Wednesday 7th Dec, 4th Jan, 1st Feb, 7.45pm 
 Safe Space in church - group for mutual support and 
encouragement for those living with anxiety and depression  

 

Wednesday 14th Dec, 11th Jan, 8th Feb,  8.00pm 
 Ladies‘ Evening at The Parlour 
 

Tuesday 8th Nov, 13th Dec, 10th Jan, 14th Feb, 10.30am 
 Seniors‘ Coffee Morning at Bradmore Garden Centre 
 

Monday 14th Nov, 12th Dec, 9th Jan, 13th Feb, 8.00pm 
 First Priority Prayer in church 
 

Monday 28th Nov, 30th Jan, 27th Feb 8.00pm 
 Men‘s Social at the Willow Tree Pub 

 

Friday 9th Dec, 12.00pm 
 Seniors‘ Christmas Lunch  
 

Saturday 17th December, 9.00am - 12.00pm 
 Church decoration for Christmas 
 

Sunday 18th December, 7.00pm 
 Carols by Candlelight 
 9 lessons and carols followed by mulled wine and mince pies  
 

Monday 26th December, 2.00pm 
 Church walk at Wollaton Hall 
 

Friday 27th Jan, 12.30pm 
 Seniors‘ Lunch at the Shepherd‘s  
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